Threshold Covenant 
by Rico Cortes

Why did Yah tell Moses to set boundaries and not to let anyone cross or even touch the borders? 

The Covenant of the door

The Prodigal Son – all he asked was that he could become a servant … what gives us the right to change that attitude. At what point are we going to allow THEM to exalt us!?! What happens to the concept of unity?!? Isn’t it Scriptural that we will pull on the tzitiyot of the Jew and say, “Teach me”? 

Why is Jerusalem so important that the rabbis call it the threshold of the world, the door/gate of heaven? (i.e. see Zechariah 12:2-3)
Why is the Mount of Olives so important?

Carrying the bride “over the threshold”
The mezuzah – what does it really mean? Shin represents El Shadai, Shalom and the Shema … it lets me know that in that home, the Almighty lives. If I knock on the door and I cross over, I will find hospitality. 
If you go through my door on Pesach and have a meal with me, you are in covenant with me and your blood is on my hands.

When a newcomer arrives the blood of a slaughtered animal is shed upon the threshold of that home. In this way, when the newcomer crosses over the threshold they are adopted into that family.
By the blood of Yeshua, we have confessed Him, and stepped into the Father’s Kingdom by grace through faith.	Comment by LA: Yeshua’s blood is the blood of the lamb put signifying the commitment to entering covenant (betrothal?) that brought the Father into the home… it showed who His covenant people were

If you invite me to your home as a guest, then I come into your kitchen for dinner and tell you how to cook. What would you do to me? Grace got me through the door, but obedience to the “house rules” keeps me in the house!

When you cross the threshold of a home, you imply covenant with those who live within that home. Entering the house any other way brands you as a thief.
When you cross the threshold of a home, you imply covenant with those who live within that home. Entering the house any other way brands you as a thief.
The law of the threshold still applies in America today … why do you think you need to pull the guy you shot at your front door all the way into your house!?!

John 10:
1 "Most certainly, I tell you, one who doesn't enter by the door into the sheep fold, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
 2 But one who enters in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.
Yeshua is the DOOR. The only way into the Father’s house is to cross over the threshold (containing the blood of the Lamb). Remember, He is the door!?

Marriages in Abyssinia are commonly held at the doorway of the church. The wedding covenant is made at the threshold altar. African Americans have a custom of “jumping the broom” to seal the wedding covenant. 
The broom creates a make-shift threshold and jumping it symbolizes the new couple
entering into a new life together. This custom was revived during slavery when the right to marriage was taken away from African Americans.
“So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners but fellow citizens with the set apart ones and members of the household of Elohim, having been build upon the foundation of the emissaries and prophets, Yeshua Himself being Chief Cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:19-20)
Genesis 21 – came into covenant with Abimelech … why these trees, heaps of stones, etc.? The tree was a landmark, showing ownership rights of property.

Exodus 32 – why did Moses step at the gate of the camp? 

Judges 19:24-27 – she was asking for forgiveness …

Favor & Forgiveness At The Altar
The altar is usually the centerpiece for worship. Appeals for forgiveness and protection is often sought at the altar. In India, there is an ancient tradition that if one wishes to obtain justice from another they would sit at the door of the person’s house who wronged him and not move until he or she starved to death. If the repentant one died, his or her blood would cry out against the one who wronged him. In the Old Covenant we often read of people “grabbing hold to the horns of the altar” for protection.
Judges 19:
 26 Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's house where her master was, till it was light.
27 And her master rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go his way: and, behold, the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her hands were upon the threshold.

The altar is where you get reconciliation and mercy.

The altar must be reconstructed / rededicated again in Jerusalem in order that Messiah can return – legally. 

Sacred Ground and Boundary Lines
Ancient belief dictates that a private landmark was a sacred boundary and was a threshold altar for its possessor. To remove or destroy a boundary line is to insult the owner and the deity in whose name it was set up. This is why Scripture commands that we not remove our neighbors landmark.
De 19:14 – You shall not remove your neighbor's landmark, which they of old time have set, in your inheritance which you shall inherit, in the land that Yahweh your God gives you to possess it.
De 27:17 – Cursed be he who removes his neighbor's landmark. All the people shall say, Amen.
Job 24:2 – There are people who remove the landmarks. They violently take away flocks, and feed them.
Pr 22:28 – Don't move the ancient boundary stone, which your fathers have set up.
The “heap” of stones / the planted tree created a boundary, a threshold.
Genesis 31:
44 Now come, let us make a covenant, you and I; and let it be for a witness between me and you."
45 Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar.
46 Jacob said to his relatives, "Gather stones." They took stones, and made a heap. They ate there by the heap.
47 Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed.
48 Laban said, "This heap is witness between me and you this day." Therefore it was named Galeed
Exodus 19:12 You shall set bounds to the people round about, saying, 'Be careful that you don't go up onto the mountain, or touch its border. Whoever touches the mountain shall be surely put to death.
You don’t come into my house unless you are invited. 

Exodus 24:
1 And he said unto Moses, Come up unto YHVH, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off.
 2 And Moses alone shall come near YHVH: but they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him.
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Hebrews 10:27-29

